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The ancient Chinese furnished their tombs with a variety of objects, 
in addition to ceramic sculpture, to ensure the contentment of the 
departed soul in the afterworld which they called the Yellow Springs. An 
exhibition of funerary art selected from The Cleveland Museum of Art's 
rich collections of Chinese art. Treasures for the Yellow Springs offers 
twenty-seven examples of tomb furnishings dating from the 3rd millennium 
B.C. to the 8th century A.D. 

Tombs were intended to mirror the earthly existence of the deceased, 
and beginning in the Han dynasty (206 B.C. -A.D. 220), they were even 
built to resemble contemporary dwellings. Included in the exhibition are 
earthenware columns and a lintel which once formed the doorway to a Han 
dynasty tomb and a limestone panel from an 8th-century Tang sarcophagus 
carved with reliefs depicting elegantly dressed attendants who may have 
waited on the deceased during life. 

The oldest treasures in the exhibition are elaborately designed 
bronze vessels dating from the Shang dynasty {12th-llth centuries B.C.) 
and carved jades dating from the 3nd millennium B.C. to the late Zhou 
period (5th-4th century B.C.). Bronze vessels, decorated with motifs 
considered auspicious, held offerings of food and wine in ceremonies 
honoring ancestral spirits. The jade objects, intended for ritual use 
or personal adornment, were placed on or near the corpse as they were 
believed to have magical, preservative properties. 
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2- treasures for the yellow springs 

Representing the Museum's collection of ceramic tomb sculptures are an 
alert Han d 5 masty earthenware watchdog and three multicolor glazed earthenware 
sculptures of the Tang dynasty — a caparisoned horse, a lion and cub, and a man 
riding a camel. Also on exhibit are a rare wood sculpture of a figure with a 
sword, dating from the 4th or 3rd century B.C., preserved from decay by its 
lacquer coating, and items that the deceased would have used during life, such 
as metal garment hooks and hunting accessories. 

Wall text in the exhibition describes ancient Chinese burial practices 
and the rites prescribed for mourners as recorded in ancient texts. Funerals 
were important social events, and lavish burials publicly displayed a family’s 
affection and reverence for its dead. They also enhanced the prestige and 
social status of the deceased and his family whose generous gifts ensured that 
the departed relative would intercede with the gods on their behalf. 

Treasures for the Yellow Springs was organized by Marjorie Williams, 
associate curator in the Museum’s Department of Education. It will be on view 
from February 2 through April 24, I 988 . 
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For additional information or photographs, please contact the Public 

Information Office, The Cleveland Museum of Art, III 50 East Boulevard, 
Cleveland, Ohio 44l06; 216/421-7340. 


